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National, regional and international organizations and assessments have used results from ILRI’s research on climate 
change and its potential impacts on the poor and vulnerable across Africa to: i) design strategies for improving climate 
scenarios and impact assessment capacity in Africa; ii) set regional research priorities regarding climate and poverty-
related work; iii) provide empirical evidence within international high-profile environmental and agricultural 
assessments that can influence policies, programs and initiatives aimed at sustainably reducing poverty throughout the 
world. 
The research output describing the end product, a book entitled ‘Mapping Climate Vulnerability and Poverty in Africa’ is 
described in ILRI’s MTP 2006-2008 as ‘Climate change-land use interactions and its implications for vulnerability and 
poverty analysed and documented in East Africa’.  Thus this output surpasses its original objective, as it encompasses 
all of Africa and is now being used to plan research and development agendas by multiple agencies. 
This ILRI research output includes information that relates project climate change with vulnerability data. The 
researchers downscaled outputs from several state of the art climate models to estimate possible changes in length of 
the growing period for Africa to 2050.  Areas that appear to be particularly prone to climate change impacts were 
identified.  This was couple with an analysis that characterised SSA in terms of vulnerability.  The research also 
involved a study of the potential uses of information concerning climate variability and climate change for effective 
decision-making. 
At the national level, one of the outcomes achieved has been the use by DFID of this information in its strategy for 
improved climate scenarios and impact assessment capacity in Africa (see Wilby, 2007, available at: 
www.ukcds.org.uk). It has been used by the UK government in setting priorities regarding climate change and poverty 
work (see citation in the UK government’s 2006 White Paper on International Development ‘Making governance work 
for the poor’, http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/whitepaper2006). 
At the regional level, this information has also influenced FARA’s strategic plan 2007-2016 (available at www.fara-
africa.org/StrategicPlanCompanion.pdf). 
At the global level, this research output has been cited in the Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change 
(http://www.occ.gov.uk/activities/stern.htm, pg. 120), a very high profile and influential global assessment. 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fourth Assessment cites this book (www. 
http://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/ar4-syr.htm, pg. 466), and the Africa chapter uses some of the maps produced by, and 
in the, ILRI document (Chpt. 9, pg 447). 
It has influenced the IAASTD report, with citations in at least two chapters (Chapter 4, "Outlook on agricultural changes 
and its drivers", pp 255-305; Chapter 5," Looking into the future for agriculture and AKST", pp 307-376). 
IDRC has used the results of this research as a core resource in helping them target Climate Change Adaptation in 
Africa (CCAA) projects (see www.idrc.ca/ccaa/). 
This book has been upheld by the World Bank as an example of ‘best practice’ in vulnerability mapping. 
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A Google Scholar search indicates further influence of the literature on this topic, with a further several citations in a 
wide range of literature, including the following: 
• Adejuwon, J., Cartwright, A., Downing, T., Shale, M., Smith, B., Tas, A., Zermoglio, F. and  Ziervogel, G. 2008. 
Climate Change and Adaptation in African Agriculture. Stockholm Environment Institute. 57p. 
Stockholm Environment Institute, "Climate change and adaptation in African agriculture", Report for the 
Rockefeller Foundation, March 2008, online at 
http://www.wikiadapt.org/filestore/AMCEN/USBResources/SEI_Rockefeller_Africa_Climate_Report.pdf   
• Hahn, M.B., Riederer, A.M. and Foster, S.O. 2009. The livelihood vulnerability index: A pragmatic approach to 
assessing risks from climate variability and change - a case study in Mozambique. Global Environmental 
Change. 19(1):74-88 
• Hoffman, T. and Vogel, C. 2008. Climate change impacts on African rangelands. Rangelands. 30:12-17 
